
Meridian Public School District 
Procedures for Enrolling Homeless Students 
 
The Meridian Public School District in compliance with the guidelines of the McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Assistance Act (Reauthorized 2002, Title X – Part C of the No Child Left Behind Act – Sec 
725) ensures that homeless children and youth, including preschool children, are afforded equal 
access to the same free, appropriate public education and services as provided to other children 
and youth. 
 
Definition:  The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, homeless students are individuals who 
lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. Homeless students include: 

 Children and youth who are: 
• Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or 
a similar reason (sometimes referred to as doubled-up). 
• Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, camp grounds due to lack of alternative 
accommodations; 
• Living in emergency or transitional shelters; 
• Abandoned in hospitals; or 
• Awaiting foster care placement. 

 Children and youth who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place 
not designated for, or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human 
beings; and 

 Children and youth who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, 
substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings. 

 
 
Homeless Education Liaison  
The Director of Federal Programs shall serve as the Homeless Education Liaison for the Meridian 
Public School District.  
Process for Identification:  
Step 1:  Administrators, counselors, and/or social workers will notify the Homeless Education 
Liaison when a homeless student enrolls within the school district.  Per the definition of homeless, 
any parent or student that present themselves to school personal shall receive all services. 

 All school personnel must be aware and sensitive to the signs of homelessness and work 
to actively identify homeless children and youth in a respectful and appropriate 
manner. 

 As part of the ongoing efforts to identify homeless children and youth, school personnel 
will rely on information given in the Student Data Form.  This form is provided to new 
students or their parents who seek to enroll at a school.  Applicants who identify that 
they are in any of the housing situations identified above are considered “homeless” and 
should be immediately referred by school personnel to the school-based Homeless 
Education Liaison.  They will then notify the district Homeless Education Liaison. 

 
Step 2:  Students within the Meridian Public School District who meet the definition of 
homelessness will be provided the following services: 

 The school-based Homeless Liaison shall immediately confirm whether a student is 
homeless and proceed with immediate school enrollment and full participation in 
educational activities, even when records normally required for enrollment are not 
available (i.e. birth certificates, school records, medical records, residency documents). 



The district’s Homeless Liaison and/or designee will provide immediate assistance in 
obtaining immunization records, medical records, cumulative school records, and other 
pertinent information; however, the student must be enrolled while these documents 
are being obtained.[Section 722 (g)(3)(C)] 

 The opportunity to remain in their school of origin (school last attended when 
permanently housed or in which last enrolled). Students will be permitted to remain in 
their school of origin for the duration of their homelessness. [Section 722 (g)(3) (A)] 

 Transportation to the school of origin if the school is within the local district. [Section 
722 (g)(1)(J)(iii)] 

 The opportunity to attend school in an environment that does not stigmatize, isolate, 
label, or penalize the student or his family for being homeless. 

 Access to programs and services including special education services, preschool 
services, free school meals, Title I services, English language learner services, 
vocational/technical education, gifted and talented services, and before- and after-
school care. [Section 722 (g)(4)] 

 The support of the Homeless Education Liaison, social workers, and school counselors 
to ensure that homeless children and youth are identified and provided full and equal 
opportunity to receive all educational services for which they are eligible in order to 
succeed in school. [Section 722 (g)(6)(A)] 

 The school-based homeless liaison with the parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth 
will complete the McKinney-Vento Service Report. 

 
Step 3:  Students will receive a copy of the McKinney-Vento Services Report.  This copy will serve 
as notification of services to be received. 
Step 4:  The school-based homeless liaison will send a copy of the McKinney Vento Services Report 
to the district homeless liaison’s office.  The district office will be responsible for updating the 
Mississippi Student Identification System (MSIS) and PowerSchool indicator for homeless. 



Enrollment of Unaccompanied Youth 
The term  “Unaccompanied Youth” includes a youth who is not in the physical custody of a 
parent/guardian ( McKinney-Vento Act Sec. 725[6]). These youth may have been denied 
housing by their families, left home voluntarily, or been abandoned by their parents or 
guardians. 

 
Unaccompanied youth include youth in homeless situations and have the same rights as other 
students experiencing homelessness.  Specifically, they have the right to 

 
 Remain in their school of origin or enroll in the school where they are temporarily 

residing. 
 Transportation to and from the school of origin. 
 Immediately enroll in a school serving the area in which they are currently living even if 

they don't have the typically required documents or a parent or guardian to authorize 
their enrollment. 

 Equal access to programs and services. 
 

Unaccompanied youth will be referred to the District Homeless Liaison, who is responsible for 
 

 Helping unaccompanied youth choose and enroll in a school, after considering the 
youth's wishes. 

 Attempting to identify an adult in the youth's life who can act as a caregiver.  If such 
person is identified, the District Homeless Liaison will request that the caregiver 
completes the District's "Caregiver Authorization Form" at the chosen school of enrollment.  
However, the identification of a caregiver and the completion of a "Caregiver 
Authorization Form" are NOT required for enrollment. 

 Informing unaccompanied youth of their rights to transportation and assisting youth in 
accessing transportation. 

 Providing unaccompanied youth with notice of their right to appeal school or school 
district decisions and ensuring that youth are immediately enrolled in school pending 
resolution of disputes. 

 Serving as the youth's advocate during the dispute resolution process. The youth shall 
remain in the selected school while the dispute is being resolved. 

 Informing school personnel of the specific needs of runaway and homeless 
unaccompanied youth. 

 Referring youth to federally-financed youth shelters, the local social service agency, and 
other programs available. 
 
*Please see the Meridian Public School District Procedures for Enrolling Homeless Students 
for further details regarding enrollment of unaccompanied youth. 

 


